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The Mission of the New Hampshire Council of Professional Geologists is:

to strengthen and advance the geologic sciences as a profession;

to promote the protection of public welfare and the environment through the professional practice

ofgeologic sciences;

•
to promote high standards of ethical conduct within the profession ofgeology;

•
to promote the legal standing ofgeologists and their ability to practice geologic sciences in New


Hampshire; and

•
to promote the licensing ofgeologists in New Hampshire through statutory regulation.
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News from the PG Board

by Dorothy Richter, Member

In the fall of 2000, Governor Jeanne Shaheen appointed the following four geologists to sit on the new Board of Professional Geologists:

Timothy T. Allen, Ph.D., of Keene State College, term expires October, 2004 John E. Cotton, of the NHDES, term expires October, 2002

Dorothy A. Richter, of Hager‑Richter Geoscien,pe, Inc., term expires October, 2005

Paul M. Sanborn, of Sanborn‑Head & Associates, term expires October, 2063

A fifth, public member has yet to be nominated. It is hoped that the public member, who will have an initial one‑year term, will be nominated by the Governor and approved by the Governor's Council in January, 2001.

As everyone should know by now, the PG Board is part of the NH Joint Board of Licensure and Certification. The Joint Board has a very friendly and knowledgeable staff, an informative website (www.state.nh.us/jtboard/home.htm <http://www.state.nh.us>), and is an impressively efficient operation. Louise Lavertu, Administrator, is working closely with the PG Board to ease us into the system. We are lucky to have Donna Lobdell, Administrative Secretary, assigned to the PG Board. The geological community should direct all questions regarding licensing to the Joint Board office and should feel free to call or email Donna at any time.

Donna is compiling a mailing list to send application packages when they become available. As of December 19, there were already 97 names on the list! To get your name on the list, contact:

New Hampshire Joint Board of Licensure and Certification

57 Regional Drive
Tel 603‑271‑2219

Concord, NH 03301‑8518
Fag 603‑271‑7928

TDD Access: Relay NH 1‑800‑735‑2964

email dlobdell@nhsa.state.nh.us.
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News from the PG Board cont'd The PG Board has gotten to work quickly. Even before meeting formally for the first time, Louise asked the PG Board members to attend a training seminar on due process presented by the Attorney General's office to all NH licensing boards on November 9. The AG's office will present additional training sessions in 2001. The PG Board officers elected for a two‑year term are:

Chairman ‑ Paul Sanborn Vice Chairman ‑ John Cotton Secretary ‑ Tim Allen

The Board has adopted a pragmatic approach to its mission similar to that used by the NHCPG to pass the PG bill ‑ listen, research, and work towards the end. Work has begun on a draft of the administrative rules that are necessary to run the Board. The rules must be approved by the Administrative Rules Committee of the Legislature. We are told that the entire process will take several months. We think the process is: draft rules are prepared and submitted as an initial proposal, a notice of public hearing is published and a hearing is held to receive public comments (your chance for input), an attorney from Legislative Services provides review/comments, the rules are revised and a final proposal is made, and finally, the Board adopts the rules.

Louise has contacted ASBOG. NH will join ASBOG as an associate member, probably until the grandfather period is over and we are ready to start using the examination.

The next PG Board meeting is at 8:30am on Tuesday, January 30, 2001. Meetings are open to anyone who would like to attend.

NHCPG Web Site 
www.nhcpg.org

Legislative Committee Report

by Tim Stone

For the upcoming 2000‑2001 legislative session NHCPG has retained the services of a lobbyist to represent our organization in Concord. You might ask "Why do we feel it is necessary to have a lobbyist? Didn't our geologist licensing bill pass during the last legislative session?". Indeed it did, but wow we must hold the ground gained during the 1999‑2000 legislative session, and ideally further advance the awareness of the role of geologists with legislators and other groups which interact with the profession of geology in New Hampshire. To do this, the NHCPG Legislative Committee strongly believes in the need to retain the services of a lobbyist for the upcoming legislative session for the following reasons:

*First and foremost our lobbyist would be an advocate for the profession of geologist and our interests. Our lobbyist, who would register with the State, would become a very visible contact for NHCPG and the geologic profession.

*Our lobbyist would be available to the Legislature and a resource on issues relevant to geologists.

*Our lobbyist would keep an eye out for legislation which impact the profession of geology either directly or indirectly.

*Our lobbyist would identify legislation or hearings which could use input from the geologic profession.
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*Our lobbyist would identify opportunities for the involvement of geologists on boards, committees, commissions, and other appointed entities.

* And finally, as we have learned from the experiences of other professional organizations with licensing or certification, licensing laws can be challenged with new legislation.

Therefore, we believe that NHCPG needs to have a lobbyist in the Capital's hallways and committee rooms with their ear to the ground to identify any challenges to our licensing.

But to do all this we need to raise fiends to retain the services of someone to represent NHCPG. We have received proposals from several lobbyists and interviewed them. At the December 6th meeting, it was voted to retain the McLane Law Firm with lobbying by Tim Fortier and including Greg Smith. Based upon these proposals, we anticipate the cost to represent NHCPG will be between $5000 and $7000 to provide basic legislative monitoring and tracking services for the upcoming 2000‑2001 legislative session. The NHCPG Legislature Committee believes this cost is well worth it, particularly during the 2000‑2001 legislative session during which the geologist licensing rules will be written and adopted by the Legislature. Therefore, we are asking that everyone who has been an individual and corporate member of NHCPG, renew their membership at the same level as last year. Geologists as a profession have made great strides over the past two years, let's hold on to and build on those advances.

Fundraising Committee Report

by Dick Kraybill

on June 2 i, 2G0G the Governor signed the New Hampshire PG ?ill (ILiB : 51 G).Tha:‑lks to all who worked so diligently to make this happen! And thanks to all who supported the NHCPG with donations, corporate sponsorships and membership dues. The finding to retain a lobbyist, to support NHCPG newsletters, and to pay for other incidental costs was critical to tthe success of our efforts. Now that the bill has passed, there will be other financial needs to secure that success, including the retention of a lobbyist to monitor legislation and.represent our interests as necessary. To that end, our finding requirements are less than the first year but still critical to maintain what we have accomplished to date. How can you help? There are several ways you can help. First, you can volunteer for the Fundraising Committee. The committee will be charged with planning and supporting a fund raising program to meet our goals. Second, you can participate as a member in NHCPG's

fund raising program by paying your dues and additional contributions, which are always

appreciated and recognized. Third, you can encourage corporate membership/sponsorship of your firm or any other firms having an interest in the goals of the NHCPG. At next month's meeting of NHCPG, I will be asking for committee volunteers, as well as your ideas to ensure a successful find raising program. In the meantime, if you would like to join the Fundraising Committee, please call me at 603.656.5423 or feel free to email me at: kraybild@mail.rfweston.com. I look forward to seeing you on the 3rd of January, 2001.

Next Meeting is our Annual Meeting‑Election of Officers

Wednesday, Jan. 3rd, 2001

at DES in Concord on Hazen Drive
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NHCPG Meeting Schedule

Regular meetings of the NHCPG are held monthly at the NHDES offices on Hazen Drive in Concord. Please come to any or all of the meetings. The meetings are scheduled for the first Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Be there on time, however, because the building is locked so you will need to be let in. So ‑ mark these dates on your calendar [Ed. Note: These meetings will continue and emergency meetings may be needed as we work through the process. More than ever, your attention and assistance will be very critical.]:

January 2001 
Wednesday, 3rd

February 2001 
Wednesday, 7th

March 2001 
Wednesday, 7th

April 2001 
Wednesday, 4th

Note: meetings scheduled after April 2001 will be in a later newsletter.

Don't forget the next meeting of the NEW HAMPSHIRE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY will be held JANUARY 11, 2001 at the CAT'N' FIDDLE in CONCORD. See you there. Guest speaker will be Mr. DAVID WUNSCH, NH State Geologist (On the Future of Geology

in New Hampshire). Gathering at 6:00 PM.
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