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The Mission of the New Hampshire Council of Professional Geologists is:   

(
to strengthen and advance the geologic sciences as a profession; 

(
to promote the protection of public welfare and the environment through the professional practice of geologic sciences; 

(
to promote high standards of ethical conduct within the profession of geology; 

(
to promote the legal standing of geologists and their ability to practice geologic sciences in New Hampshire; and 

(
to promote the licensing of geologists in New Hampshire through statutory regulation.
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President’s Message by Tim Stone

I hope everyone was able to get out and enjoy the summer with family, friends and colleagues as many did at the recent field trip and picnic events held by the New Hampshire Geological Society. As most have probably heard, the geologist licensing 12-month grandfathering period opened on July 1, 2001. For those of us who haven’t done so already, it’s time to set aside several hours to complete the licensing application (typewritten!) and start tracking down colleagues who will provide references. I have already heard from several geologists who have received responses from the Joint Board regarding their application submittal. The upcoming year will be quite exciting as licenses are granted and we realize the benefits to profession as a result of the licensing of geologists in New Hampshire. I am also looking forward to the transition that the New Hampshire Council of Professional Geologist (NHCPG) will go through this year as the organization becomes a visible and active advocate for professional geologists. It is interesting to note that in the recent New York Council of Professional Geologist (NYCPG) newsletter, Jeff Loney, president, envisions a similar transition for NYCPG as a “keystone organization... promoting the... interests of the geological profession.”

The transition of NHCPG from solely advocating geologist licensing to a vital organization promoting professional geologists and  the profession of geology will become more visible in the upcoming months as evident by the following:

(At the last Board of Directors meeting in June, the Board passed a motion for NHCPG to become a member of the Business & Industry Association (BIA) of New Hampshire. BIA is an “advocate for business interests with legislators and regulators.” BIA is a highly visible and respected organization which operates through five professionally staffed policy committees including Environmental Affairs, Economic Development, Energy and Regulated Utilities, Fiscal Policy, and Human Resources. Several NHCPG members have been involved with BIA in the past as representatives of their employers and their experiences have been very positive. NHCPG currently needs members to monitor the activities of the BIA policy committees. Please contact me if you have an interest in a  particular committee and would like to represent NHCPG. 

( NHCPG and the NH Geological Society are planning on sharing an exhibit booth at the upcoming Geological Society of America (GSA) Annual Meeting in Boston, Sunday, November 4 through Wednesday, November 7.  This is a unique opportunity to promote our organizations, geologist licensing in NH, as well as supporters and members of NHCPG. We need assistance from members to design the exhibit, prepare the exhibit content and man the booth over the four days. If you are interested, contact the exhibit coordinator, Maureen Estabrook at 603-271-3540.
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( During the 2000-2001 legislative session, the NHCPG Legislative Committee identified more than 20 House and Senate Bills which could affect the practice of geology or  to which geologists could provide useful input at hearings or legislative committee meetings. While the Legislative Committee generally watched from the sidelines during the last legislative session, during the 2001-2002 session we look forward to actively providing input at legislative committee meetings and hearings, and making the Legislature aware that NHCPG and its members are available as a resource to them. If you are interested in becoming actively involved with the Legislative Committee please contact me. 

( Finally, discussions continue between NHCPG and the NH Geological Society regarding joining forces under one umbrella organization. Lee Wilder, President of the NHGS, and I have developed a model for a joint organization which we believe results in a stronger organization which still allows each group to maintain their identity, while reducing the current duplicity of operating two organizations. We intend to present the organizational model to the board of directors of each group in the coming weeks and look forward to some lively discussion. Please call me at 603-433-1935 or email me at tstone@stonehillenvironmental.com, if you have any thoughts or comments on this topic.

As you can see we have much to look forward to in the coming year. NHCPG Board of Directors meetings are the first Wednesday of each month and they start promptly at 5:30 P.M. at NHDES offices on Hazen Drive in Concord. NHCPG provides many opportunities to contribute to the profession that has served us so well, please become involved with a committee and help NHCPG and the profession prosper.


Professional Licensing for Geologists: Where do we go from here? 

David R. Wunsch, State Geologist

Geology is one of the most eclectic of the physical sciences. As geologists, we must have a solid understanding of chemistry, physics, biology, and mathematics. We must then be able to apply logic, and have the capacity to visualize in three dimensions while integrating the fourth dimension of time. Using these talents, geologists provide basic information for resources evaluation and extraction, environmental protection, engineering, and other purposes that benefit and protect the public. And most importantly, a geologist must provide this information ethically. Therefore, there is no surprise that over half of the 50 states have some measure of professional recognition for geologists, with New Hampshire being one of the most recent states to join the fold.

So now what—where do New Hampshire professional geologists go from here? I would like to offer a few comments based on my experience from residing in Kentucky while geologists organized and went through the same professional and political trepidations to achieve professional geologist’s registration, and from observing progress here in New Hampshire: 

In regard to professional licensure, we have just evolved from the politically active and laudatory phase, to the execution or “moan and groan” phase. Now comes the realization that the licensing process must be executed, which includes defining a fair and realistic 
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grandfathering period, evaluation and implementation of exams, and of course, the application process itself—which includes paying the licensure fees. Many among us are also probably feeling a bit insecure about our command of knowledge within the subdisciplines of geology that we would be required to master in order to pass a comprehensive, professional exam. This is not unexpected, as many geologists proceed down one career path and refine their skill in one specialized area of geology at the expense of others. One way to alleviate this stress, especially for young geologists who will be required to take an examination to obtain a license, is to provide preparation courses for the exams. The Geological Society of New Hampshire, in cooperation with the New Hampshire Council of Professional Geologists (NHCPG), would be well posed to organize and carry out this service. 

One important lesson that we geologists learned while sheparding the licensure bill through the Legislature is the value and experience of becoming politically active. Even though the licensure bill’s passage was a milestone, now is not the time to let up and lose momentum in the political arena. Legislation, much like physical matter, can be undone by entropy, so we must put energy into “the system” because special interests and ignorance is always lurking, and our professional interest and status can be challenged or degraded at any time. Furthermore, there are many important issues facing New Hampshire in which geologist should have a clear and organized voice. For example, the NHCPG provided support for legislation that was recently enacted which statutorily established the New Hampshire Geological Survey. Kudos to the NHCPG for their foresight to continue to monitor and participate in the political process.

Best wishes to everyone as you embark on your quest to become a licensed professional geologist. Stay the course, as it will lead to a more professional, ethical, and vibrant geological community here in New Hampshire.


New Hampshire Joint Board of Licensure and Certification

57 Regional Drive                                        Tel  603-271-2219

Concord, NH 03301-8518                            Fax 603-271-7928

TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964      email: dlobdell@nhsa.state.nh.us

Notices:

Host for Website needed, along with new webmaster (GZA to withdraw in 2-3 months)

Newsletter Editor needed.  (As indicated by this newsletter being three months late.)

License application can be downloaded from Joint Board website in .pdf or Word formats

UNH will offer a course on BioRemediation during November 2001.  4-7pm. $200.  Dates not set yet.

NHSG next meeting: October 11, 2001 at 6 pm at Cat N Fiddle Restaurant, Manchester Street, Concord.

Please provide your e-mail address to either Tim Stone (433-1935) or Steve Shope (778-3988) to keep us current, thanks


Next Member’s Meeting is at DES on Hazen Drive in Concord.


Wednesday, October 3rd., 2001

Excerpts of the Treasurer’s Report for September 2001

Began 2001 with cash on hand..............$844.46

Income up to August 31...................$11,550.00

Expenses up to August 31..................$3,414.89

Balance on hand.................................$8,979.57




